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The Feast of William Augustus Muhlenberg (Priest d. 1877) and Anne Ayers (Religious, d. 1896) 

Evening Prayer: Rite Two  April 8, 2020 

The Book of Common Prayer, p. 115 

The Officiant begins the service with one or more of the following sentences of Scripture, or of those on 

pages 75-78; or with the Service of Light on pages 109-112, and continuing with the appointed Psalmody; 

or with the versicle “O God, make speed to save us” on page 117 

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.    Psalm 141:2  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Philippians 1:2 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him. Psalm 96:9 

Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. You fixed all the 

boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter.    Psalm 74:15, 16 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. I have set the Lord 

always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.   Psalm 16:7, 8 

Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, and darkens the 

day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out upon the surface of the earth: The 

Lord is his name.    Amos 5:8 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not dark to 

you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.    Psalm 139:10,11 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life.”     John 8:12 

The following Confession of Sin may then be said; or the Office may continue at once with “O God make 

speed to save us.” 

Confession of Sin        BCP, pp. 116-117 

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

A deacon or lay person using the preceding form remains kneeling, and substitutes “us” for 

“you” and “our” for “your.” 
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The Invitatory and Psalter       BCP, p. 117 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 

People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. 

 

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron    BCP, p. 118  

O gracious light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

The Psalm Appointed:  Psalm 84:1-6     BCP, pp. 707-708 
1  How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

      My soul has a desire & longing for the courts of the LORD; 

      my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2  The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

     by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

3  Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

      they will always be praising you. 

4  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

      whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5  Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

      for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6  They will climb from height to height, * 

      and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. 

First Reading:  A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. (63:7–9) 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, because of all that 

the LORD has done for us, and the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to 

his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
children who will not deal falsely”; and he became their savior in all their distress. It was no messenger or 
angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and 
carried them all the days of old. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

Silence may be kept after each Reading. One of the following Canticles, or one of those on pages 47-52, 

or 85-95, is sung or said after each Reading.  
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The Song of Mary        Magnificat             Luke 1:46-55   BCP, p. 119 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

    the Almighty has done great things for me,  

    and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

    in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

    and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Second Reading: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. (4:11–16) 

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us 

come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the 

full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of 

doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we 

must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 

knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the 

body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

The Saints of the Day (see last page) 

The Apostles’ Creed       BCP, p. 120 

I believe in God,  

    the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

    his only son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven,  
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        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy Name,      

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,      

        on earth as it is in heaven.          

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us.      

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.     

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

    and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

Then follows one of these sets of Suffrages 

A          BCP, pp. 121-122 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R.    And grant us your salvation. 

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

R.    Let your people sing with joy. 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 

R.    Your saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.    And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 

B          BCP, p. 122 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
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That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,  

and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects 

The Collect of the Day, for William Augustus Muhlenberg and Anne Ayers 
God of justice and truth, do not let your Church close its eyes to the plight of the poor and neglected, the 

homeless and destitute, the old and the sick, the lonely and those who have none to care for them. Give us 

that vision and compassion with which you so richly endowed William Augustus Muhlenberg and Anne 

Ayers, that we may labor tirelessly to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow 

into joy; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace        BCP, p. 123 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: Give to us, your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your 

will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 

the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils      BCP, p. 123 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this 

night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection       BCP, p. 124 

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose of 

the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection 

through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again 

for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ      BCP, p. 124 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle 

our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 

bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

One of these prayers for mission is added     BCP, p. 124 

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, all 

nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve 

you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

or this BCP, p. 124 
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Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge 

over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 

suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

or the following BCP, p. 125 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the spirit of love, 

that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used 

The General Thanksgiving       BCP, p. 125 

Almighty God,  

Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants  

give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation,  

preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world  

by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace,  

and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray,  

give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts  

we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips,  

but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God,  

you have given us grace at this time  

with one accord  

to make our common supplication to you;  

and you have promised  

through your well-beloved Son  

that when two or three are gathered  

together in his Name  

you will be in the midst of them:  

Fulfill now, O Lord,  
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our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us;  

granting us in this world  

knowledge of your truth,  

and in the age to come  

life everlasting. Amen. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 

all evermore. Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.     Romans 15:13  

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 

him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Eph. 3:20, 21 

 

William Augustus Muhlenberg, priest (1796-1877), and Anne Ayers, religious (1816-1896) 
 

William Augustus Muhlenberg was born in Philadelphia in 1796, into a prominent German Lutheran 

family, and was drawn to the Episcopal Church by its use of English. He deliberately chose to remain 

unmarried to free himself for a variety of ministries. He was deeply involved in the Sunday School 

movement, and was concerned that the church should minister to all social groups. Aware of the 

limitations of the hymnody of his time, he wrote hymns and compiled hymnals, thus widening the range 

of music in Episcopal churches. 

The use of music, flowers, and color, and the emphasis on the church year in worship became a 

potent influence. In 1846, he founded the Church of the Holy Communion in New York City. Again he 

was bold and innovative: free pews for everyone, a parish school, a parish unemployment fund, and trips 

to the country for poor city children. His conception of beauty in worship, vivid and symbolic, had at its 

heart the Holy Communion itself, celebrated every Sunday. Many of his principles are set forth in the 

Muhlenberg Memorial to General Convention in 1853. 

Anne Ayres was born in London, England, in 1816, and immigrated to New York in 1836. She 

began work as a tutor for the children of wealthy New Yorkers, but soon came under the influence of 

Muhlenberg. She took religious vows on November 1, 1845, and was the founder and First Sister of the 

Sisterhood of the Holy Communion, the first Anglican religious order for women in North America. The 

House of the Bishops of the Episcopal Church formally recognized the Sisterhood in 1852. 

The companionship in ministry between Muhlenberg and Ayres led to the founding of St. Luke’s 

Hospital in the City of New York, where Ayres and her sisters looked after most of the patient care and 

nursing. They also cooperated in establishing St. Johnland on the north shore of Long Island, an attempt 

to transplant families into an intentional Christian community far from the urban squalor of late 

nineteenth century New York City. 


