[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ]John 4:1-29  4:1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making  and baptizing more disciples than John” 2—although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— 3he left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4But he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”www.sanctifiedart.org	
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UNRAVELED
THE SAMARITAN WOMAN AT THE WELL
Unraveled Shome

READ // Jown a:1.29

FROM THE ARTIST // HANNAH GARRITY

Why are you asking me? As 2 woman in a patriarchal
society, | have been faced with subordination
throughout my lfe. | mostly do not feel it. | have
learned self control from a young age and 1 have been
taught to appreciate what | have. These skills are

the reasons that | have the extensive happiness and
comfort that | enjoy on a daily basis. However, the
patriarchy still exists. Along with the external blocks,
the glass cellings, | am finding that | stand in my own
way, too. Despite the tireless efforts of my parents to
teach us of a world of equality and opportunity, | have
stillimbibed the societal belief that 1, as a woman,

am lesser; that my skills do not measure up, that my
salary should not be equal or more, that | work too
much, that | spend too little time with my children, or
that  will not succeed at the next challenge. None of
these things are true, and yet | throw the roadblocks
of patriarchy before myself anyway. The woman at the
well had multiple levels of sacietal oppression standing
like a wall between Jesus and her. She was not of

the same race or gender as he, and she was unwed,
unprotected. | can understand why she questioned
God's call for water. Why would he address her as an
equal? Are you asking me? Are you sure you meant to
do that? Are you sure that | measure up?
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RESPOND
THE SAMARITAN WOMAN AT THE WELL
Unraveled Shame

¥ Look

Take a few moments to gaze upon the artwork. Breathe
deeply in quiet meditation as you observe the visual
qualities of what you see: color, line, texture, movement,
shape, form.

Now take a deeper look. What parts ofthe image are your
eyes most drawn to? What parts of the image did you
overlook?

Now engage your imagination. What story do you imagine
for the igure?

N

REFLECT
-What has unraveled andjor is unravelingin this story?

-What racil, cultural, gender, and religious barriers
exist between Jesus and the Samaritan woman? How
are these barriers broken down i their encounter?

-What do you imagineis the woman's story? What
layers of shame does she carry and why?
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B sumre.

Researcher and storyteller, Brené Brown* says, “Shame
is the most powerful, master emotion. t'sthe fear that
we're not good enough.” In the space below, name and

release any feelings of shame you carry.

Z(« pray
Unravel my shame, O God, with the promises that 1 am
always loved and forever worthy. Amen.
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Wit happens when aurwrld fls spart? How do we press
omward when our tghty it plans unvavel ino lose threads?
What do we become when our denttyorthe path we'reon—
comes undone? Whatfall fthis s no the end e ear it will be?
i ur unraveling, ometimes e surprises s vith nxpected
o, love,and hope.—with  new beginning we could't have
imagined. Sometimes w nesd God o unravel u,for we long o
be changed. This sudy joumal explores 1 soresof unraveled
Shamme, dentty, e, g, creams,and expecttions.

Weinte youtocomplte thisournalatthe paceand order that suts
you Youmay s toponder thereflections and prompts individually
r with thers. We have designed tisjoumalso thatt might b vsed
32 3 parsonal devetians or 3 the curicuum fr 8 roup sy eres.
May God meet us i th spialing, unvavelingour lans—and us—
intasomethingnew.
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SEEKING GUD WHEN OUR PLANS FALL APART




